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OFFICE OF 
THE PRESIDENT 


Fellow 
Employees, 


Once again another year is coming to a close and I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank one and 
all for assisting the management teams, and myself, in 
maintaining the image and well being of Famous 
Players. 


Wishing you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New Year. 


George P. Destounis 
President 
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Spotlight on our partnership 
with Maritime Theatres 


Limited 


Famous Players has several partner- 
ships throughout Canada. In this 
issue Mr. William H. Richardson, 
Treasurer and a Director of 
Maritime Theatres Ltd., gives some 
insight into the history of our part- 
nership with the Empire Company 
of Stellarton, Nova Scotia. 


The Sobey family owns and 
operates the Empire Company 
Limited which has a 50% interest in 
Maritime Theatres Limited. Frank 
Sobey, the father, is Chairman, and 
sons Donald - President, Bill and 
David both Vice-Presidents. 

The Empire Company Limited is 
one of the largest companies of its 
kind in Canada. Empire, its sub- 
sidiaries, and associated companies 
employ approximately 5,000 people. 
With assets of $231 million, Empire 
holds substantial investments in 
various public Canadian companies 
including Provigo Limited, Domi- 
nion Textiles Limited, Jannock 
Limited, Wajax, Hannaford Bros., 
and Halifax Developments Limited. 

Sobeys, through the Empire 
Company holdings, have interests in 
many types of businesses. These in- 
clude, as well as the motion picture 
industry in which they own 50% of 
Maritime Theatres Limited and 
100% of Empire Theatres Limited, 
70 supermarkets (Sobeys), in Atlan- 
tic Canada with some outlets in 
Eastern Quebec. They also own 
Lawton’s Drug Stores Limited with 
42 stores in the Atlantic region. In 
the automobile business they have 
two dealerships, Chrysler and 
Volvo, and the franchise for Avis 
Rent-A-Car in a number of major 
cities and towns in the Maritime 
Provinces. They also are in the 
general insurance field through Em- 
pire Insurance Agency and have a 
substantial investment in Reandex 
Group of Vancouver, a Canadian 
insurance company. Empire is also 


William H. Richardson, Maritime Theatres 
Ltd. 


involved in a number of joint ven- 
tures in real estate, both in Canada 
and the United States. They have 
major shopping centres in all four 
Atlantic Provinces. These include 
Avalon Mall in St. John’s, New- 
foundland and High Field Square in 
Moncton, New Brunswick. As well, 
they have a substantial financial in- 
terest in Halifax Developments 
Limited which owns Scotia Square, 
Barrington Place, The Commerce 
Court and the Royal Bank Head Of- 
fice building in Halifax. 

Maritime Theatres and Famous 
Players have been partners since 
1967. They now operate 35 screens 
throughout the Atlantic Provinces 
and employ approximately 300 peo- 
ple in the area. In addition, Empire 


Theatres operates 17 screens and 
employs approximately 100 people. 
Bill Richardson represents the part- 
nership and makes all corporate 
decisions relating to the theatres, in 
conjunction with Famous’ ex- 
ecutives. Major decisions such as 
new theatre construction, etc., are 
made jointly among Don Sobey, Bill 
Richardson and Famous Players’ 
executive. Overall, the operating 
and employment policies of Famous 


_ Players apply to Maritime Theatres. 


Famous Players and the Sobey 
family became partners in ’67 when 
they acquired Newfoundland 
Amusements Limited. Subsequent- 
ly, in 1969 the Empire Company 
purchased a 50% interest in F.G. 
Spencer Company Limited and 
Charlotte Theatres Limited which 
were then 50% owned by Famous 
Players Limited. In 1979 New- 
foundland Amusements, F.G. 
Spencer Company Limited and 
Charlottetown Theatres Limited 
were merged into Maritime Theatres 
Limited. 

In mentioning some of the 
benefits of the partnership with 
Famous, Bill says it is logical to go 
with the ‘best’ if you’re going to be 
in the theatre business! ‘‘We’re 
local’’, he says, ‘‘so are aware of 
what developments are going on in 
the area. This, tied in with Famous’ 
knowledge of the theatre business, 
makes for a successful operation.’’ 

Alan Bell, Famous Players Vice- 
President and General Manager for 
the Maritimes, is the operating head 
for Maritime Theatres on a day-to- 
day basis. ‘‘He ensures our theatres 
are operated on the high standard 
established by Famous Players,’’ 
Bill adds. Pat McIntyre, also of 
Famous, does the booking for the 
theatres and Debbie Capstick does 
the secretarial work required by 
management. ‘‘It is one happy fami- 
ly thanks to the efficient manage- 
ment provided by Alan and Pat,”’ 
according to Bill Richardson. & 


November/ December, 1981 3 


letters 


Send us your letters. Criticisms or 
praises; we would like to hear them 
all! Do you have suggestions regar- 
ding the content of FAMOUS 
NEWS — something you dislike, 
like or would like to see in it? Write 
and let us know. Please note that no 
anonymous letters will be con- 
sidered for publication. 


Dear Editor, 


It’s ten years ago now since I 
retired from Famous Players as a 
member of the staff of General 
Theatre Supply, and I still have very 
happy memories and a close interest 
in my old Company. 

Thank you for the copies of 
FAMOUS NEWS. It keeps me up- 
to-date on recent happenings and 
new ideas of a constantly pro- 
gressive company. And it is good to 
see pictures of people I have known 
SO Many years. 

Sincerely, 

Florence Long, 

Toronto 

P.S. I particularly enjoyed Lynne 
McNab’s article ‘‘How Many 
Please?’’ in the September /October 
issue. 


ED.NOTE: Thank you for your let- 
ter, Florence. Your comment on 
“How Many Please?’’ is in accord 
with that expressed by many people. 
There must be other, as yet un- 
discovered, talented members of our 
Famous family - we’d like to hear 
JSrom them. 


Dear Editor, 

I am sending you my recollections 
of a fellow employee, Mrs. Betty 
Rattray. She was an employee of the 
Yorkdale Theatres here in Toronto 
for many years and she died in 
August. I think it would be very nice 
if you printed it in her honour. 

I have also written a follow-up ar- 
ticle to the one I wrote for the Mar- 
ch/ April issue of FAMOUS NEWS 
about the Famous Players Toronto 
Baseball League. Some _ pictures 
from the Awards Banquet are also 
enclosed. 

Thank you, 

Kevin Fine 

Usher, Yorkdale Cinemas 
Toronto. 
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ED. NOTE: Thank you for your 
contributions, Kevin. We are 
honoured to publish your ‘recollec- 


tions’, (see page 19). For the 
baseball ‘champs’ see Famous 
‘Players’. 


Honesty Always 
Appreciated 


Manager Gloria Denaro of the 
Downsview Cinemas, Lower 
Sackville, N.S., received the follow- 
ing letter from an appreciative 
parent in Wolfville, N.S. 


Dear Manager, 

A few weeks ago, my son 
Michael, age 17, was visiting friends 
in the Sackville area and attended a 
presentation at your theatre. Unfor- 
tunately, sometime during the day 
he lost his wallet. On Monday of 
this week he received the wallet in 
the mail from someone at your 
theatre. Since my son had no idea as 
to where he lost the wallet, he had 
little hope of finding it or having it 
returned. We were very delighted to 
have the wallet returned by the 
theatre along with its contents. 

Your thoughtfulness and honesty 
are very much appreciated - many 
thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Karl E. Roberts 

N.B. It’s Par for the Course at 
Downsview Cinemas! 


Doug Gow is presented with the first Annual British Columbia Picture Pioneer of the Year 
Award. 


Doug Gow 
Receives 


First 


B.C. Picture 
Pioneer 
Award 


Mr. Douglas A. Gow, Vice- 
President, Western Theatre Opera- 
tions, Famous Players, was recently 
presented with the first Annual 
British Columbia Picture Pioneer of 
the Year Award. The presentation 
was made at the Pioneers’ Annual 
Meeting and Dinner which was held 
in Vancouver on October 7. Vi 
Hosford, former owner of Hosford 
Theatre Supplies, made the presen- 
tation. 

Mr. Gow was also elected Presi- 
dent of the British Columbia Picture 
Pioneers for the coming year. 

Congratulations, Doug. 
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New Construction: 


Woodgrove Triple, Nanaimo, B.C., 
another Famous Players Opening - 
miraculously on schedule 


Before and After - The candy counter a few 
hours before showtime, above, takes on a 
new look when the customers arrive. 


The projection booth taking shape... 


*‘Organized chaos’’ is how Mike 
Brugel, TCL, Vancouver, describes 
the state of the Woodgrove Triple 
Cinemas in Nanaimo a few days - 
and in some areas just a few hours - 
prior to opening September 30. The 
accompanying photos sent in by 
Mike certainly bear him out. 
“*Magically,’’ Mike adds, ‘‘just two 
hours before opening things began 
to take shape. And under the able 
direction of Manager Leigh Shep- 
pard and Assistant, Mark Smaal, a 
brand new, very capable staff took 
over and the theatre opened without 
a hitch.’’ 

All three cinemas are decorated 
with vividly-coloured wall graphics 
that complement the brightly col- 
oured floor carpet throughout the 
theatres and lobby areas. The 
cinemas seat 407, 282 and 262 
respectively, and are served by one 
large projection booth. Cinema One 
is equipped for 70mm presentation 
and Dolby stereo sound. 

The confection counter, located 
in the spacious L-shaped lobby 
serves all three cinemas. It is a 
brightly-lit angled counter finished 
in wood and tile, featuring all of the 
latest built-in equipment. 


As Mike puts it “*Presto! 


Another successful Famous Players 
opening!’’ * 


V.P. Doug Gow ponders, ‘‘should I open - or 
shouldn’t I?’’ 


Before and After - the lobby transformed at 
the eleventh hour. 


Before - Manager Leigh Sheppard in shirt 
sleeves, ‘‘It was a tough fight but we won!”’ 


Se 


ESS 


After - Manager Sheppard and Assistant 
Mark Smaal ready to greet the patrons. 
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New Fourplex Opens 
in Quebec City 


by John Sperdakos 


SRR 


RAN 


Se 
s 
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uf he back-lit mini-marquee at the entrance just off the mall identifies current features in each 
cinéma. Flashing lights surround the read-o-graph. 


The beauty of the main foyer is the spaciousness. Entrance is gained directly off the main con- 
course. Alongside the staircase is the ramp for handicapped customers in wheelchairs. 


The clean and well organized refreshment counter is inset along one wall, conveniently 
located to theatre traffic. 


ees 
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Cinémas 
Les Galeries de la 
Capital 

One of United Theatres /Cinémas 
Unis’ newest additions is the fully 
automated, 4-auditorium Cinémas 
Les Galeries de la Capital. The 
ultra-modern 1428-seat quadplex, 
located inthe northwest section of 
Québec City in one of the largest 
shopping complexes in Canada, 
opened on August 19th. 

The massive shopping facility 
boasts 175 tenants on 2 levels, of 
which the four cinema complex is 
an integral part. Since the complex 


is located in a shopping centre, 
parking is plentiful. 


Continued on page 22 


A view of the front of Cinéma 1 showing the 
colorful curtain and the decorative walls in 
Cinémas Unis’ new fourplex in Les Galeries 
de la Capital Québec. 


View of the screen in Cinéma 3 and the 
decorative plaques adorning the side-walls of 
the auditorium. 


oo Se eT SSS 


How do you get a 
1,500 Ib. air conditioner 
up to H.O. 4th floor 


computer department? - 


Simple! 


In keeping with Famous Players’ 
constant and rapid growth, a new, 
ultra sophisticated Honeywell com- 
puter was recently purchased to 
replace the already over-worked 
unit in our E.D.P. Department. The 
new computer required a 1,500 lb. 
air conditioner which was too big 


Getting rid of the pane (without an aspirin). 


for either the stairway or the 
elevators. The only solution was to 
bring it in through Dudley 
Dumond’s fourth floor window off 
busy Bloor Street. T’ wasn’t easy - 
but we made it! ® 


Photos - Tom Noitsis 


A bird’s eye view - all systems go! 


Look out Dudley - here it comes! 


‘‘Was this the window we took the glass out 
of?’ 
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famous 


FAMOUS NEWS wants to hear 
about all company-related sports ac- 
tivity. Send in your scores, stories 
and snaps so that all will be up-to- 
date on athletics at Famous. 


You Read it 
Here First... 
Yorkdale Wins 
Baseball Title 


by Kevin Fine 


Kevin has worked for the past two 
years as an usher at the Yorkdale 
Cinemas, Toronto. He is now in his 
final year at High School and hopes 
to go to University next year. He is 
obviously a gifted writer and 
humorous young man. 


As predicted in the March/ April 
issue of Famous News, the Yorkdale 
Theatre has won the Famous 
Players Toronto Baseball League 
championship for 1981. Yorkdale 
defeated the Westwood two games 
straight to take the best of three 
final series. Last year’s winner, the 
Hollywood, lost to the Yorkdale 
team in the semi-finals. 

The victory for the Yorkdale team 
can be attributed to the physical 
conditioning and _ technical | skills 
which they have developed. Since 
October of 1980, the team has been 
practising for three hours every 
Tuesday and the many nights of 


hard work during the winter ob-- 


viously paid off. 

Under the supervision of coach 
Frank Maglio, an Assistant 
Manager at Yorkdale, the team 


fulfilled all the promise that was so. 


evident during the past two years. It 
was an uphill struggle for the 
Yorkdale team which had to win 
quarter and semi-final games before 
making the finals. Coach Maglio 
would like to thank all the teams 
that participated. ‘‘I would especial- 
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‘players’ 


Proud and happy Yorkdale team members accept trophies at their awards banquet. From left: 
coach Frank Maglio holds champion baseball team trophy, ushers Rob Fine and Jim Rosati 
cheer from the rear and Carlo Petosa nonchalantly munches away while holding the divisional 
3rd place trophy. 


nnn nnn aay yyy EE EIEN 


It’s a high moment in more ways than one! Yorkdale team members show off championship 
trophy. From left: Tony Decata, coach Maglio, Esther Maglio, Franco Clauser, Liz Decata 
and Rob Fine. 


ly like to thank all my players. They 
are a great bunch of people who 
gave their all for the team. I’ve 
never seen a better bunch of athletes 
at a movie theatre before in my 
life, ’ said coach Maglio, adding, 

“‘now that we’ve won, I hope more 
teams will start preparing early for 
next year. I can’t wait to start play- 
ing again.”’ 

The team consists of ushers, can- 
dy girls and cleaners at the theatre. 
The players are: Franco Clauser, 
Tony and Liz Decata, Vic Digiovan- 
ni, Kevin Fine, Robert Fine, Esther 
Maglio, Jim Marotta, Carlo Petosa, 


Jim Rosati, Jeff Ross, Dino Sartor 
and Tony Schittone. 

The Awards Banquet was held on 
October 9 and the Yorkdale team 
showed up en masse to collect their 
trophy. 

Until next season when the 
theatre boys (and girls), of summer 
suit up again, keep thinking base- 
ball. Moreover, don’t be surprised 
this winter if, while driving your car 
along Dufferin Street through the 
snow, you see twelve people jogging 
with baseball gloves in their hands. 
For the Yorkdale Theatre baseball 
team - the season never ends. 6 


H.O. Baseball 
@ e 

Picnic a Smash 
re) 

Hit! 

Cold, wet weather can’t put a 
damper on our Famous Head Office 
baseball team! Saturday, September 
26, they drove the 40-odd miles out 
of Toronto to Elly Weinhold’s farm 
in Uxbridge for their annual picnic. 
Elly works in the Personnel/ 
Employee Benefits Department. 

Somehow between showers they 
were able to get a barbecue going, 
enjoy a corn roast (from freshly 
picked corn!), and demolish all of 
the homemade goodies which in- 
cluded salads, cakes and pastries 
brought by the individual members 
of the team. 

Games, dancing and plain old 
chit-chat, while sitting around a 
warm fire indoors, rounded out the 


day with everyone agreeing they had 
a ‘ball’ in spite of the weather. 


A Tough 
Challenge from 
Dorval, Quebec 


The ‘Dorval Expos’ (Cinemas 
Dorval), had a great 1981 softball 
season with a record of seven wins 
and only one loss! 

As champions of their league, the 
‘Dorval Expos’ would like to 
challenge any teams who think they 
can beat them. Anyone wishing to 
contact them may do so in care of 
the Cinemas Dorval - they eagerly 
await your letters or telephone calls. 


The ‘Dorval Expos’ will always be on the 
ball! 


Hey - it’s stopped raining, let’s have a corn 
roast. Audrey Hogan and Dale Stark try to 
talk Dave Bambrough into finding some dry 
logs. 


Some of the H.O. Baseball Team members 
on a sunnier day in Niagara Falls where they 
were trounced 10 to 8 by the Pyramid Place 
Baseball Team. Standing from left: Steve 
Armbruster, Butch Coles, Kevin Shannon, 
Paul Hions, Steve Hayden, Sean Callagher, 
Bob Telford, Ed Lew, Merle Victor, Audrey 
Hogan and Ray Yonkers. Front from left: 
Dale Stark, Leslie McCarroll, Martha Feren- 
cy, Marlene Brown, Urelle Smith, Elly 
Palaroan, Shelagh Belbin, Debby Lang and 
Sharon Paradis. 


front row from left: F. Germano, B. Tache, C. Bourdage, D. Dipietrantonio, S. Bean, J. 
Germano 
rear: K. Marleau (mgr./coach), N. Medaglia, B. Moir, R. Crupi, J. Wilk, S. Gagnon, C. Cof- 
fin, S. Moir, B. Perry. (photo by R. McKay) 

others on the team but not in photo: M. Boman, A. Buckingham, E. Chapman, T. DeSousa, T. 
Idone, R. McKay and S. Pare. 


**Place de Ville Villains’’ 
1981 Ottawa Champions 


This is the first year an inter- 
theatre baseball league was organiz- 
ed in Ottawa with teams _par- 
ticipating from the Elgin, Rideau, 
Capitol Square, Place de Ville 
theatres and the Airport Drive-In. 

Their season started in early May 
and continued until the end of 
August. At that time there was a 
three game round-robin played bet- 
ween the Elgin, Rideau and Capitol 
Square Cinemas with the Elgin 
eliminating the other two teams in 
the third and deciding game. 

The following weekend, four 
teams played a best of three semi- 
final series. Place de Ville won its 
series two straight against fourth 
place Elgin, and the Airport Drive- 
In played all three semi final games 


before defeating second place 
Nelson. 

The finals also consisted of the 
best of three. The first game was 
won by Place de Ville but, the 
challenger - Airport Drive-In - won 
the second by one run. The final 
game was the best of the series with 
both teams playing defensive 
baseball. The score was 6-2 in 
favour of the ‘‘Place de Ville 
Villains’’! 

Afterwards, the victory was top- 
ped off with the opening of cham- 
pagne, courtesy of Shadow’s Cafe, 
a local restaurant. 

All of the teams involved enjoyed 
the challenge of an inter-theatre 
league and are looking forward to © 
the baseball season next year. e 
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Managers! We want to hear from 
you. Please address items for this 
column to the ‘‘Managers’ 
Corner,’” FAMOUS NEWS. 


Managers on 
the Move: 


Recent transfers and 
promotions 


The following managerial 
changes took place in the Toronto 
area: 

Gerry Gollaher from the 
Cumberland Four to. the 
Hollywood. 

Douglas Armstrong from 
Sheridan North York Cinemas to 
the Cumberland Four. 

John Dake from the Hollywood 
to Sheridan North York Cinemas. 


In the Winnipeg district the 
following managerial changes: 

Ashley Vincent from Garden City 
to the Colony. 

Dave Mooney from the Colony to 
the Metropolitan. 

Donald Lajoie from Polo Park to 
the Garden City. 

Dwayne R. Lloyd 
Capitol to the Polo Park. 


from the 


In the Edmonton district the 
following managerial changes: 

Rick Dennis from the Paramount 
to the Edmonton. 

Ken Wilmott from the Capitol 
Square to the Paramount 


Wilf Runge, formerly manager of 
the Metropolitan, Regina is now 
manager of the new Cornwall Cen- 
tre Cinemas, Regina. 
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ers’ 
corner 


Just your 
average week! 


Ross Pratt, Manager of the Tivoli 
Theatre in Hamilton (formerly 
Manager of Lambton Cinema, Sar- 
nia), decided it was time to expand a 
little on the daily complexities of a 
theatre manager’s life. The follow- 
ing is an excerpt from a *“‘Managers 
Weekly Report’’ recently submitted 
by Ross to District Manager Mike 
Micelli: 


‘‘For interest’s sake, I am going 
to start reporting each week on the 
comings-and-goings-on in and 
around the Tivoli. 

So far this week, I have had to 
break up a fight in front of our 
theatre that started at the bar across 
the street. As usual two winos got 
into a scrap over what could be 
described loosely as a lady. It was 
funny at first, but when one of them 
tried to throw the other in front of 
passing cars it became a little more 
serious. Luckily, his aim was bad 
and they both made it all the way 
over to our side where they fell by 
the curb. The bigger of the two then 
wrapped his hands around the neck 
of the other and was trying to choke 
him to death. That’s when I stepped 
in and grabbed his middle fingers of 
each hand and bent them backwards 
and then separated the two. The big 
one got up immediately, stared at 
me for a minute or two, and then 
said, ‘‘you’re big aren’t ya? No way 
I’m goin’ to fight you. You’ll pro- 


The following C.S.R. clos- 
ing dates mark the third 
quarter of the ’81-82 fiscal 
year and serve as a reminder 
to all theatre managers to 
complete reports by the end 
of the specified periods: 


Date of report 
January 7 
January 21 
February 4 
February 18 
March 4 
March 25 


(2 weeks) 
(2 weeks) 
(2 weeks) 
(2 weeks) 
(2 weeks) 
(3 weeks) 


bably throw me across the street’. I 
was agreeing with him as the police 
drove up. 

The next night I had to go across 
the street to the parking lot and kick 
two hookers off the hood of my car 
from which they were doing 
business. Two nights after that, we 
found a pair of women’s panties in 
the auditorium at closing time. (I'll 
let your imagination ponder that 
one.) 

And finally, on the way back 
from the bank today, a wino came 
up to me and demanded that I give 
him the money I was carrying. 
When I told him that if he touched 
me he would be visiting a hospital 
very shortly, he offered me a drink 
instead. It was Aqua Velva!’’ r) 


Ross Pratt - the Tivoli, Hamilton bouncer 


TE 


T n Murray ‘ Lynched’ FAMOUS ROASTERS 
in Maritime Roast 


Harry Green 


Fraser Neal 


A surprise appearance of the gal Lynch left in the lurch, Elaine (Ruth Buzzi) LeBlanc embar- 
rasses Murray slightly but leaves wife Margaret, left, and Mrs. Jardine in stitches. 


The Atlantic Motion Picture Ex- 
hibitors Association Convention in 
Halifax wasn’t all business. The 
closing banquet on Monday, Oct. 19 
highlighted a ‘roasting’ of T. Mur- 
ray Lynch, Manager of the Capitol 
Square Cinemas in Ottawa. 

When Murray left the R.C.A.F. 
in 1946, he worked at the Capitol 
Theatre, London, and in 1947 mov- 
ed to the Capitol in Halifax. Since 
then Murray has worked in theatres 
in Moncton, St. John’s, New- 
foundland and Windsor, Ontario. 

Murray was Famous Players ii 
District Manager for the Maritimes £4 Jollimore 
from 1966 to 1975. | 

Other interests of Murray include 
a stint as Secretary for Children’s 
Welfare in Moncton and as Presi- 
dent of the Armdale Kiwanis Club. 
He was active in the Maritimes Ex- 
hibitors Association and is a 
member of the Canadian Picture 
Pioneers. 


Don Watts 


Continued on next page 


‘Mr. Cool’ counter-attacks. as Ae 
at MacIntyre 
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T. Murray 
‘Lynched’ in 
Maritime 
Roast 


Continued from page 11 


Fred Leavens, Halifax District 
Manager for Canadian Odeon 
Theatres said, ‘‘Murray’s problem 
was he had done so much with so lit- 
tle, for so long, that now he can’t do 
anything, with anybody, anymore.”’ 

Fraser Neal, General Sound’s 
Vice-President and General 
Manager, said Murray once 
demanded to be paid what he was 
worth, but then refused to take a 
salary cut! 

Among the many laudatory (and 
otherwise) telegrams read to the 
assembled guests by Famous Players 
Maritime General Manager Alan 
Bell and emcee Dan Jardine was 
one from a Pierre T. of Ottawa who 
offered his apologies for not being 
there saying, ‘‘I will be out of the 
country - as usual’’. 

Other ‘roasters’ included Ralph 
Craig of C.N. Hotels, Greig Jones, 
a retired Canadian Odeon Manager, 
Ella Jollimore, Murray’s secretary 
in Moncton, Pat McIntyre, Famous 
Players Booker for the Atlantic Pro- 
vinces, Dan Jardine, Past President 
of the AMPEA, and from Famous 
Head Office in Toronto, Personnel 
Director Harry Green and Director 
of Advertising and Publicity, Don 
Watts. 

In reply, Murray said that during 
his years in the Maritimes, he had 
been ‘‘boiled, fried and skewered, 
but that this was the first time he 
had been ‘roasted’.”’ 

At the end of the fun-filled even- 
ing, Murray thanked everyone and 
said he was heading home with 
bonds of loyal friendship and deep 
feelings for the Maritime area. 

Everyone who knows Murray 
joins his Maritime friends in 


saluting him and wishing him well.e 
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Genny LeBlanc 
1982 AMPEA President 


The annual meeting of the Atlan- 
tic Provinces Motion Picture Ex- 
hibitors Association was held at the 
Citadel Inn, Halifax, N.S., on Oc- 
tober 18 and 19. 

Mrs. Genny LeBlanc, Manager of 
our Paramount Theatre, Moncton, 
N.B., was elected President for 
1982. Other Famous people elected 
to the AMPEA Board of Directors 
are Alan Bell, Vice-President and 
General Manager for the Maritimes, 
and Sandy Boyle, Manager of the 
Paramount Theatre in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland. 

The two-day convention included 
seminars on booking and advertis- 


ing headed by Pat Mclntyre, 
Famous Players’ booker for the 
Atlantic Provinces, and by Fred 
Leavens, Canadian Odeon’s District 
Manager. Other speakers included 
Mark Lenihan who discussed the 
value of the Better Business Bureau 
to our industry, Curley Posen, 
President and Executive Director of 
the Motion Picture Theatres 
Association of Ontario, who talked 
about the coming of pay TV, and 
Mrs. Florence VanHeek of Famous 
Players Head Office, who spoke on 
purchasing and maintenance for 
theatres. a 


Here’s another cartoon from 
our investigator cum cartoonist 


- the ‘Spook’ 


INVESTIGATORS 


cinema 
tera! 
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Famous Players 


Movie Museum takes you 


The following article about Famous 
Players’ Movie Museum was resear- 
ched and written by Douglas Black 
who worked part time at the Square 
One Cinemas in Mississauga (a 
suburb of Toronto), prior to his pre- 
sent position as Editor of the 
publication Canadian Stamp News. 


When the Mississauga Square 
One Cinemas opened in 1973, 
various oil paintings hung on the 
mezzanine walls. Today, the mez- 
zanine houses the Famous Players 
Museum, consisting of antique 
equipment and memorabilia from 
virtually every aspect of theatre 
operation. 

Originally, the plan was merely to 
replace the oil paintings with a 
number of the more than 300 old 
movie posters which Square One 
Manager, Jack Boddam had in his 
collection. It was when Jack ap- 
proached Lorne Greer, Supervisor 
of Projection at 20th Century 
Theatres with the proposition of 
framing the movie poster collection 
that the idea for a full-fledged 
movie museum was born. 


In 1974 retired Famous Players 
Chief Projectionist, Tom Hoad, 
was approached by Lorne Greer to 
act as curator. In a letter dated 
December 12, 1974, Lorne told 
Tom, ‘‘For many years it has been 
the wish and hope of many people in 
the industry that somehow we could 
assemble old equipment and memo- 
rabilia of the motion picture in- 
dustry that would form a history 
and record of the industry.”’ 

Tom Hoad himself is a ‘‘history 
of the industry’’. He entered the 
movie projection business around 
1911 when he enrolled in a motion 
picture course in Toronto offered by 
George Eaton. The cost of the entire 
course was fifteen dollars! Since 
then his life has been spent in some 
facet of the industry. Tom joined 
Famous Players in 1922 and retired 
in 1970. 


back to the year 1900 


Movie Palaces of Yesteryear greet the patrons at the museum entrance. 


A static microphone used by Toronto’s Mary Pickford, among others, at the Imperial, then the 
Pantages Theatre, stands beside a three tier organ. 
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His more than six decades in pro- 
jection and technological develop- 
ment made him the perfect choice as 
curator of the ‘‘antiques’’ he actual- 
ly worked with and, in some in- 
stances, developed. 

Jack Boddam was then officially 
notified in January 1975 that Tom 
Hoad would act as curator. From 
that point on, these two worked 
diligently to spearhead the project. 
Although Tom was the curator, he 
once wrote in a letter to Russ Mof- 
fatt, Manager, Famous Players 
Theatre Engineering and Construc- 
tion, that ‘‘Jack Boddam has been 
my right hand man and without him 
I’m afraid this museum would have 
been a flop’’. 

The museum caught the interest 
of many at Famous Players head of- 
fice. Its inception and development 
Manager Jack Boddam, right, and curator Tom Hoad stand beside the hand-cranked projector was discussed at virtually all 
with the potato sack take-up. Famous Players meetings and con- 

sat 7 ventions by those involved in the 
museum. Russ Moffatt organized 
‘‘museum meetings’’ to further its 
growth - Jack Boddam sent dozens 
of letters to business acquaintances 
outside of Famous Players - all in an 
attempt to locate old equipment. 

The museum was mentioned in 
company reports - the first was a 
blurb in the 1976 Winter Quarterly 
Inspection Report. It read, ‘‘We 
now have the start of a 
*“MUSEUM”’ in the mezzanine of 
Square One Cinemas, Mississauga, 
and Jack Boddam would like to 
hear of any ‘memorabilia items’ 
that we could consider for the 
museum such as old advertising, 
projection equipment, antiques, 
ete * 

The museum pieces began to ar- 
rive - and in late ’76 they were set up 
for display. At first, they came from 
metropolitan Toronto theatres: the 
Winter Garden Theatre, the Eden 
Theatre, the Imperial, Loew’s 
Downtown and Loew’s Uptown 
(now the Elgin and Uptown respec- 
tively), the Hollywood and the 
Palace Theatre. 

But word spread across Canada 
and items began to arrive from such 
places as the Capitol theatres in: 
Moncton, N.B., Moose Jaw, Sask., 
Chatham and Sudbury, Ont., the 
Cove Theatre in Halifax, N.S., the 
Palace in Timmins, Ont., and 
various Famous Players theatres in 
The hand-carved, gold leaf ‘‘Majestic’’ sign is from a 5¢ store-front theatre in St. John’s, Nfld. Calgary, Thunder Bay, Hamilton, 
Beneath it is a twin turntable record player for intermission music, complete with steel needles. Guelph and Oshawa. 

The museum now proudly 
displays the efforts of the Famous 
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Players family and public interest 
continues to grow as our museum 
grows. 

It attracts a diversity of patrons. 
Those with technical interests come 
to see the industry’s technical evolu- 
tion. Most moviegoers simply enjoy 
seeing the ‘‘way it was’’ in the movie 
palaces of yesteryear. 

But the museum seems to be most 
popular with those who grew up 
with the Nickel Movies and Satur- 
day Matinee serials. For such peo- 
ple, the museum stands as a 
nostalgic reminder of the pleasant 
times spent at the movies in their 
childhood. 

The history of the projector is 
documented at the museum starting 
with a hand-cranked Edison 
Kinetoscope with a potato sack 
take-up from 1900. With no collec- 
tion reel, the film would fall into a 
burlap potato sack to be rewound 
later by hand. Since electricity was 
usually unavailable, the light source 
for this projector came from coal 
gas and oxygen reacting on lime or 
chalk. Thus the origin of the phrase 
‘‘in the limelight’’ 

The museum also possesses a 1910 
Simplex film rewinder. This item 
was discovered by Jack Boddam in 
an antique shop while on a fishing 
trip near Pembroke, Ontario. 
Although he knew what he had 
found, he asked the proprietor what 
it was. ‘‘An antique rope winder’’ 
he was told, for which he promptly 
paid one dollar! 

Also on display is a 1908 Powers 
hand-cranked projector, a complete 
1913 Simplex projector (in perfect 
working order), and a 1956, 70 mm 
Vistavision projector from the Im- 
perial Theatre in Toronto. 

Effect machines and spotlights 
were also an integral part of the 
movie industry. The museum boasts 
a Brenkert F7 Master Brenograph 
from 1928. This effect machine 
could project various images, col- 
ored spotlights, slides, etc., onto the 
theatre’s screen or ceiling. Various 
spotlights - some manufactured in 
Canada - are also featured. 

Other prized pieces include a 
handmade ‘‘Majestic’’ gold leaf 
Nickel storefront sign from the 
theatre of the same name in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland (circa 1906), 
a three-keyboard organ and static 
microphone from the Toronto Im- 
perial, an ornate plush velvet theatre 
chair from Hamilton’s Tivoli, and a 
number of speaker horns including 


WANTED! 


Have you seen this creature? 


FILM REPRODUCING 
ATTACHMENT 


GEAR BOX 


PROJECTOR EQUIPPED FOR 
BOTH DISC AND FILM REPRODUCTION 
DRIVING SIDE 


WESTERN ELECTRIC SOUND PROJECTOR SYSTEM 
ELECTRICAL RESEARCH PRODUCTS INC. 


This is the 1926 Vitaphone projector that is needed to make our movie museum complete. 
Managers! - check backstage, the lofts, storerooms, etc., there may be one of these lurking 
there. If you find any old equipment that may be of interest to the museum, please send a 


photograph to Famous News. 


The ornate, plush chair, left, is of 1913 vin- 
tage, from the Tivoli, Hamilton. The wooden 
one to the right is the type used in less opulent 
theatres of the day. Famous Players’ Honour 
Roll of servicemen and women is framed 
-right. This is normally mounted on the wall 
in the museum. 


Museum researcher Douglas Black 
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On the left, a Dineen Spotlight built in 
Toronto and still used occasionally by Jack 
Boddam. On the right, a Brenkert Spotlight. 
The posters are from the ’30s. 


a Drive In speaker which was 
mounted on top of the screen tower. 
The latter became obsolete after fre- 
quent complaints about the volume 
from people in neighboring homes. 
They were eventually replaced by 
the present day sound carriers. 

A brief history of the theatre in- 
dustry is framed and hangs on the 
mezzanine walls. Entertainment 
pages from newspapers dating back 
to between 1919 and the mid-forties 
are also framed on the walls. Several 
movie posters, including the then 
common 24’’ X 28s, the Saturday 
serials and varying larger size 
posters advertise Gene Autry in 
**Blue Canadian Rockies’’; Wild 
Bill Elliot in ‘‘Waco’’ and ‘‘The 
Homesteaders’’; Errol Flynn and 
Maureen O’Hara in ‘‘Against All 
Flags’’, plus many others. 

Where the antique is absent, there 
is a picture of it. Items include a 
1926 photo of the Famous Players 
family six years after incorporation, 
a 1941 full-colour, framed portrait 
of Louis B. Mayer’s stable of stars, 
a 1908 picture of theatre entre- 
preneur Ernie Moule’s first Nickel 
Theatre in Brantford and a photo of 
the Famous Players 25-Year Club 
taken in 1945. Of particular interest 
is a picture of the 1926 Vitaphone - 
the first commercially successful 
sound projector. However, it is only 
a picture! 

Although the museum continues 
to grow as more theatre staff 
become aware of the project, this 
one item, the 1926 Vitaphone, re- 
mains a thorn in the museum’s side. 

How can the museum be complete 
without the first successful sound 
projector? The search continues and 
all those involved in the Famous 
Players Museum project would 
greatly appreciate hearing from 
anyone who can find, or knows 
where to find, one of these historic 
antiques. e 
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The piece on the left is a Mazda arc lamp and slide machine. Centre, a lamphouse, to 


the right 


of that, on long legs, is a portable hand-cranked projector circa 1903 with potato sack take-up. 
The circular object, far right, is a speaker horn that would be mounted atop a drive-in screen 
prior to the invention of in-car speakers. 


Left, a 1930 Altec speaker horn. On the floor beside it a booth monitor. Centre, a Brenkert ef- 
fect machine in working order and on the right a hand-cranked Powers projector of 1908. 


On the table, left, is a magnetic take-up for projectors invented by Famous Players’ projec- 
tionist Tom Hoad in 1941 and used throughout the world. In front of it is a 1908 Simplex film 
re-wind. On the table, right, is a Motiograph projector head. 


neers 


Mr. William Murray, Senior Vice 
President, Famous Players Limited, 
for the past six or seven years has 
travelled across the country looking 
at potential sites for new theatre 
construction. In this interview Mr. 
Murray outlines the various steps 
that must be taken from the initial 
concept of a new location through 
to the completed theatre. 


In his search for suitable new 
locations for our theatres, Mr. Mur- 
ray travels to major cities and towns 
into areas where there has been con- 
siderable residential and/or in- 
dustrial expansion. 

In conjunction with Mr. G.R. 
Dillon, Vice President and General 
Manager (who often accompanies 
him), Mr. Murray looks into areas 
where we.are underseated and gets 
in touch with local developers. Our 
district managers, others in our 
regional offices, and real estate 
agents and developers often inform 
him of developing areas that might 
be of interest. As a matter of fact, 
Mr. Murray says, ‘‘hardly a week 
goes by without a call from an agent 
or developer who feels he has the 
right ‘spot’ for one of our 
theatres.”’ 

In such instances, Mr. Murray 
first asks about the location, the 
population of the city or town, 
other developments in the area, etc., 
before any serious consideration is 
given to a new location. He explains 
that while the supermarket owners 
can project the potential of a given 
area mainly based on a _ socio- 
economic survey of the locality, this 
does not work for us. 

““We, of course, take all of the 
relevant data into account as a mat- 
ter of form when assessing the 
potential of a particular location,”’ 
he says. ‘‘But in the final analysis, it 
boils down to a ‘gut feeling’ as to 
whether the location is the right one 
for us.”’ 

“Once an agreement is reached 
with a developer or shopping mall 
owner, liaison with the architects, 


William N. Murray 


Russ Moffat’s group in our 
Engineering and Construction 
Department, and with our Legal 
Department gets under way,’’ he 
adds. ‘‘Provincial and municipal by- 
laws are strictly adhered to at all 
times and govern such items as the 
required number of exits in a theatre 
based on the seating capacity. A 
great deal of planning and work is 
involved and it. can take anywhere 
from one to one and a half years 
before the theatre is brought to 
completion.’’ His most exciting mo- 
ment then, he says, ‘‘is to open to a 
record boxoffice!’ 

There can, of course, be some 
very frustrating moments too, and 
Mr. Murray recalls one such situa- 
tion they encountered in Guelph, 
Ontario, where the plan was to build 
a free-standing theatre. A deal was 
made with the people who owned 
the land which was about three to 
four hundred yards away from an 


industrial strip and almost directly 
across the road from a shopping 
mall. ‘‘A lot of work had gone into 
the planning after the basics were 
reached and we had adhered to all 
restrictions, but we were turned 
down at the last minute based on the 
objections of one lady who lived a 
few houses away,’’ Mr. Murray says, 
‘‘she claimed the theatre would 
create noise and increase the 
possibility of car accidents!’’ Mr. 
Murray explains that when an ap- 
plication is made for a building per- 
mit, the municipality circulates a 
‘notice of acceptance’ to the area 
residents who then have the right to 
file an objection to the proposed 
building within a given time period. 
The Ontario Municipal Board which 
rules over all municipal by-laws and 
has the final say, ruled in the lady’s 
favour in spite of the fact that the 
industrial strip and shopping mall 
were already in the immediate area. 
Fortunately, part of our initial deal 
with any landowner provides for an 
‘opting-out’ clause to cover such a 
situation. But nothing can compen- 
sate for the many hours of hard 
work that goes into the initial plann- 
ing. 

Mr. Murray says ‘‘it has been get- 
ting harder and harder to maintain 
our new construction growth 
because of high interest rates and 
escalating costs, but an effective 
alternative has been to rent space in 
other buildings such as shopping 
malls.’’ He points out that we can 
usually get a good rental deal froma 
mall owner as, unlike the merchants 
who must locate in a prime access 
area in order to attract customers 
who are drawn to the mall by the 
large department stores, our 
theatres can be located in sub-level 
areas which otherwise might be un- 
suitable for renting. We can locate 
in these areas because we draw our 
own crowds - often at a time when 
the shops are closed - on the 
strength of our attractions and our 
own individual television and 
newspaper advertising. 


Continued on next page 


November/ December, 1981 17 


Interview 


Continued from page 17 


Multi-screening of existing 
theatres has also become a very suc- 
cessful operation in recent years, 
and because of the additional 
revenue these extra screens bring in, 
there are very few singles left. Here 
again, Mr. Murray emphasizes, 
there can be many problems in order 
to comply with local by-laws before 
a multi-screen complex becomes a 
reality. ‘‘Before going ahead we fre- 
quently meet with the booking 
department to get their point of 
view - at least three or four of our 
multiples have been based on the 
booking possibilities. In the past we 
didn’t realize how many unoccupied 
seats there were at times in a large 
single - it sometimes amounted to 
three or four hundred in a theatre 
that could seat nine hundred 
people.’’ 

A recent visit by Mr. Dillon and 
Mr. Murray to our Westmount 
Square Cinema in Montreal 
presented an exercise in mental 
telepathy when Mr. Murray asked, 
as they looked over the single 
auditorium, ‘‘do you know what I 
think?’’. Mr. Dillon’s immediate 
response was, ‘‘sure - make it intoa 
dual!’’ 

The big thing now in multiple 
houses, particularly in major cities, 
is to keep one auditorium fairly 
large in order to accommodate the 
large screen required for 70mm 
Dolby sound presentation, which is 
superior from both an audio and 
visual point of view. 

In commenting on the future 
trend to home pay television and 
one’s own video discs, Mr. Murray 
affirms, ‘‘I do not see this as a real 
threat to the movie industry.’’ He 
believes the producers and 
distributors will wait at least six 
months before allowing a movie to 
be put on tape, otherwise they could 
conceivably lose millions at the 
theatre boxoffice. And most people 
certainly wouldn’t want to wait six 
months to see a new release. He 
adds, ‘‘after all, people like to go 
out, to be with other people.’’ 

Mr. Murray concluded by saying, 
*“We at Famous Players can assure a 
successful future by operating our 
theatres in a first class manner, by 
keeping our theatres clean and com- 
fortable, and by offering courtesy 
and service to our patrons.’’ 
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famous 
‘neople’ 


Wedding Bells 
at Toronto 
Head Office 


On Saturday, Patty 
Jeavons, booker, was married to 


After a quiet church wedding, a 
small reception was held at the Inn 
on The Park. 

Patty and John are delaying their 
honeymoon until February when 
they plan to visit the Caribbean - 
possibly the island of St. Lucia. 

The bride and groom have taken 
up residence in Mississauga, Ont. 


Atlantic Motion 
Picture 
Exhibitors aid 
Moncton 
youngster 


Keith Colpitt of Moncton, N.B., 
has suffered from a rare skin 
disease, epidemolysis bullosa, all his 
life. Although sick and hospitalized 
a lot of the time, this 15-year-old boy 
attends school and is now in grade 
eleven at the local high school. He is 
considered an exceptional fellow 
around Moncton, not because of the 
disease but for his plucky character. 
His brother Kraig is the Assistant 
Manager of the Capitol Theatre in 
Moncton. 

A West German doctor, Pavel 
Kozak, holds the only known cure 
for this disease, but the initial cost 
of sending Keir to his clinic (accom- 
panied by his mother), for the 
6-months’ treatment period is 
estimated to be at least $50,000.00. 
The Atlantic Motion Picture Ex- 


hibitors Association recently 
presented the Colpitts with a cheque 
for $500.00 to help cover the cost of 
the expensive treatment, and the en- 
tire amount has already been raised 
through the contributions of many 
other organizations and kind- 
hearted citizens of Moncton. 

Meantime Dr. Kozak received 
Keir’s medical records and photos, 
and advised that Keir’s case is 
presently too serious for him to 
make the 10-hour trip to the clinic in 
Germany. Also, the earliest date Dr. 
Kozak could provide for Keir at his 
clinic is January 6, but medication 
and a special diet is being sent to 
Moncton to start treatment almost 
immediately. 

However, the best news now for 
the Colpitts is that Dr. Kozak will be 
in Canada in December and plans to 
visit Keir. The bio-chemist will be 
visiting Canada at the official in- 
vitation of federal health minister 
Monique Begin as various doctors 
and medical bodies have recently ex- 
pressed their faith in the value of 
Kozak’s treatment. Several 
newspaper reports in Ontario, in- 
cluding one in the Toronto Sun on 
Oct. 18 and the Toronto Star Oct. 
19, have indicated the government 
will ask Dr. Kozak to establish a 
clinic in Canada, and several drug 
companies are preparing proposals 
to obtain Kozak’s still secret for- 
mula. 

Jamie Colpitt, Keir’s father, said 
he has been in contact with the 
parents of other victims of the 
disease and he too is reassured by 
these favorable reports. 


Service with a 
Smile 
Personified 


We are most fortunate to have 
Sheila Dutka as our new tearoom at- 
tendant at Famous head office. 

Sheila comes to us from the Elgin 
Theatre in downtown Toronto 
where she worked for the past 16 
years as the confection counter at- 
tendant. Word is that Sheila was 
‘mum’ to the staff at the Elgin - 
both young and old, and we at head 
office can see why because she has 
already won our hearts with her 
warm, friendly and caring per- 
sonality. 


When Sheila started as confection 
attendant in 1966 the Elgin was then 
known as the Loew’s theatre and the 
candy bar was a concession owned 
by Super Pufft. She remembers 
making late night bank deposits by 
herself that sometimes totalled four 
and five thousand dollars - 
something she wouldn’t want to do 
now, she says. 

District manager Dudley Dumond 
spent five years at the Elgin as 
manager while Sheila was there and 
says he can’t speak too highly of 
her. ‘‘Sheila is not only a wonderful 
person but has been one of our most 
efficient attendants. We would like 
to have a ‘Sheila’ in each of our 
theatres running the confection 
counter!”’ 

Sheila has many fond memories 
of the Elgin theatre - which she lov- 
ed - and of some of the ‘regulars’ 
who frequented it. She mentions in 
particular one old man who always 
came in around 6 p.m., he’d buy a 
couple of hotdogs - come back out 
for a couple more - return for a cou- 
ple of chocolate bars and a drink 
and stay until closing. Another 
would always ask her to wake him if 
he was asleep when the theatre 
closed! 

Sheila is married and has two 
daughters. Janice, the eldest, is now 
married with two children of her 
own. She used to help out part-time 
at the Elgin confection counter. 
Cathy, who is presently in Grade 13, 
also worked part-time at the Elgin 
until it closed on November 15. 


Debbie Capstick of our Halifax of- 
fice sent in the following ‘happen- 
ings’ which we were not able to in- 
clude in our September/October 
issue. But on the premise that it’s 
better late than never: 


Anne Belliveau, Manager, Para- 
mount Theatre in Moncton, N.B., 
had a beautiful baby girl on 


Pat McIntyre, our Maritime 
Booker, celebrated his birthday on 
That’s right - he turn- 

ed ‘39’. ‘‘Get out your violin, Jack 
Benny!’’ sez Debbi. e 


obituaries 


My Friend, 
Betty Rattray 


by Kevin Fine, 
Usher, Yorkdale Theatres, 
Toronto 


Recently a veteran 
cashier from the Yorkdale 
Theatre passed away. Her 
name was Betty Rattray and 
she had a profound effect 
on myself and the entire 
Yorkdale staff. 

Betty was a charming, 
high spirited and friendly 
woman. When I first 
started working at Yorkdale 
I was a little uncomfortable 
since I knew none of the 
staff. However, Betty im- 
mediately offered me a 
friendly smile and erased all 
my fears. Prior to meeting 
Betty, it had never occurred 
to me that a person could 
really find it enjoyable per- 
forming their duties. She 
could always bring laughter 
to people as easily as she 
punched her cash register. I 
will always carry wonderful 
memories of the good times 
we shared while working 
together. 

Moreover, no matter who 
is working cash, I will 
always see Betty’s beaming 
smile shining at both 
patrons and staff alike. Bet- 
ty, we miss you. 


Have you ever rightly considered 
what the real ability to read means? 
That it is the key which admits us to 
the whole world of thought and 
fancy and imagination? To the 
company of saint and sage, of the 
wisest and the wittiest at their wisest 


Shawn Stinson 


We were saddened to 
hear of the untimely death 
of Shawn Stinson, aged 22, 
who died September 11 
from injuries sustained in a 
car accident. 

Shawn started work as an 
usher in 1974 at the Place de 
Ville Theatre in Ottawa 
under then Manager, Doug 
Pinder. He advanced to 
Assistant Manager under 
Doug and also worked as 
Assistant at the Rideau 
Theatre under Svend 
Pedersen who was then 
Manager. Although he later 
took a position with the 
Government in Ottawa, he 
returned to work part time 
as Relief Manager at the 
Place de Ville under 
Manager, Kim Marleau. 

Shawn was a close friend 
of Denis 1l’Heureux, 
Manager of the Rideau 
Theatre. He is sadly missed 
by his many friends and co- 
workers in the industry. 


Anna Menrigold 


We were sorry to hear of 
the sudden death of Anna 
Merigold on Sunday, 
November 1, at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in Hamilton. 

Anna joined Famous 
Players in January 1941 and 
was a well known and 
popular cashier at the Tivoli 
Theatre in Hamilton until 
her death. 

Our sincere sympathy to 
her husband, Harold, and 
family. e 


and wittiest moment? That it 
enables us to see with the keenest of 
eyes, hear with the finest ears, and 
listen to the sweetest voices of all 
time? More than that, it annihilates 
time and space for us. 


James Russell Lowell 
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5-Pin Bowlers 
Dressed to the 9’s 


Clown in front: Mrs. Pat Pedersen, Clown on left: Svend Pedersen, Gypsy: Eliza Palaroan, 
Farmer: George Kranich, Punk Rocker: Linda Szorady, Bunny: Dale Stark, Lion Tamer: Dave 
Bambrough, Indian: Martha Ferency, False Face: Rick Jackson, Chamber Maid: Margaret 
McAuley, Swinger: Dudley Dumond, Incredible Hulk: Ray Jonkers. 


While the ‘alter egos’ they created 
may return to haunt them, for 
members of Famous Players Toron- 
to Bowling League, it was all fun 
and fantasy at their Hallowe’en Par- 
ty. 
Mild mannered Ray Jonkers of 
Engineering and Construction 
transformed himself into the In- 
credible Hulk, while the usually 
conservative couple, Svend Peder- 
son, Supervisor Maintenance Dept., 
Engineering, and wife Pat, clowned 
the night away. 

Systems Development Manager 
Dave Bambrough arrived as a lion 
tamer to whip the party into shape. 
Eliza Palaroan of the EDP Depart- 
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ment foretold the future as ‘the lady 
they called the gypsy’. The other 
EDP lovely, Martha Ferency, pow- 
wowed all evening as an Indian 
Princess. Guest bowler Margaret 
McAuley came as a demure 
chambermaid prepared to work in 
any chamber, and Dale Stark of Ac- 
counting made a delightful Playboy 
bunny. (Could this be the real 
Dale?) A dapper version of District 
Manager Dudley Dumond arrived 
in the person of Rick Jackson of the 
Censor Board, while the real 
Dudley, with jaunty fedora partially 
concealing his blond tresses, came 
declaring to be - a Mirror Image of 
Himself. % 


Margaret McAuley, Dudley Dumond 
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Dale Stark, Svend Pedersen 


Eliza Palaroan, Ray Jonkers 


Martha Ferency, Dave Bambrough 


Mrs. Pat Pedersen, Rick Jackson 


Quebec 
Appointment 


Jean-Paul A. F. Seguin 
has been appointed Vice- 
President, Theatre Opera- 
tions for the Province of 
Québec for Cinémas 
Unis/ United Theatres Inc., a 
subsidiary of Famous 
Players Limited. 

The: theatre. ‘circuit 
operates 30 cinémas with 73 
screens in Québec. French 
films are shown on 38 screens 
and English on 35, with the 
central administrative offices 
located in Montréal. 

Prior to his appointment, 
the 36 year-old administrator 
was in charge of the 
25-storey office tower and 
commercial centre complex 
in Montréal, known as ‘‘le 
Centre Capitol’’, a position 
he held with Famous Players 
Realty for the past three-and- 
a-half years. 

Jean-Paul joined the com- 
pany in March, 1968 as an 
assistant manager. In the en- 
suing years he gained a wide 
knowledge of theatre opera- 
tion and was promoted to 
manager in May, 1971. 

During his tenure as 
manager, Jean-Paul received 
several Citations of Honor 
for Showmanship in pro- 
moting motion pictures. In 
1980, he received the 
Presidential Incentive Bonus 
Award. 

He was born in France but 
the family emigrated to 
Canada and settled in Nova 
Scotia in 1953. He continued 
his education in Halifax and 
when the family moved to 
Montréal in 1960 he attended 
high school before com- 
pleting his formal education 
at Loyola College, majoring 


Jean-Paul A. F. Seguin 


in chemistry and advanced 
mathematics. He is fluently 
bilingual. 

He was a producer of stage 
plays and a projectionist and 
technical consultant while at- 
tending college. 

Jean-Paul has served as 
Secretary of the Montréal 
Managers’ Association and 
was President of the Theatre 
Broomball League. 

His ever-growing collec- 
tion of Video films is proof 
of his great interest in films 
and film-making. 2 
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Lou Termeer, 


Manager 
Metropolitan, 
Winnipeg 
Retires after 40 
Years 


Staff were on hand to wish 
Manager Lou Termeer a_ fond 
farewell on the occasion of his 
retirement October 31. 

Lou commenced employment 
with Famous at the Tivoli in Win- 
nipeg August 3, 1941. In 1942 he 
transferred to the Metropolitan as a 
trainee but returned to the Tivoli as 
manager in 1949. When the Tivoli 


New Fourplex 


Opens in 
Quebec City 


Continued from page 6 


Entry to the Cinémas can be made 
from the parking area or directly 
from the main mall concourse. A 
large back-lit, mini-marquee, with 
running lights built over the en- 
trance, gives adequate identification 
within the shopping plaza and clear- 
ly displays the titles of the current 
programs. The boxoffice is located 
beside the doors, off the mall. 

Inside the beautiful, expansive 
foyer there are steps leading 
downward and a ramp for the han- 
dicapped alongside. 

The manager’s office is on one 
side of the foyer behind the box of- 
fice. Other rooms on the same side 
are dressing rooms for the usher- 
ettes, candy girls and ushers, all 
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Lou Termeer, retired manager, 
Metropolitan, Winnipeg, Man. 


closed in 1959 Lou went back to the 
Metropolitan where he remained for 
the next four years until moving to 
the Gaiety as manager in 1963. He 
finally returned to the Metropolitan 
as manager in 1970 where he re- 
mained until his recent retirement. 

Lou and wife, Doris, plan to 
spend the winter months in San 
Diego, California. 


convenient and compact. On the 
other side is a comfortable seating 
area, water fountain, restrooms and 
washrooms for the handicapped. 

The lobby features luxurious 
carpeting, Famous Players red 
medallion design, which is carried 
throughout the foyer and into the 
four auditoria. The well organized, 
30-foot long refreshment centre is 
conveniently located to theatre traf- 
fic. The counter top is in red ar- 
borite with roll-top candy tier, 
designed to meet Famous Players 
specifications. Equipment includes 
a Manley Popcorn Popper and a 
K-Way cold drink dispenser. 

Cinéma I has 208 brown-colored 
seats. Sidewalls have fleur-de-lys 
décor. 

Cinéma II is resplendent with 416 
seats and walls with colorful painted 
stripes. 

Cinéma III, the largest unit, has 
504 red upholstered seats. Decora- 
tive plaques adorn the side walls. 

Cinéma IV has 300 brown 
upholstered seats. Side walls have 


Walter Manuel 
Downsview 
Cinemas’ Oldest 
Staff Member 
Retires 


Staff of the Downsview Cinemas, 
Lower Sackville, N.S., were on 
hand to present Walter, age 79, with 
a farewell gift and offer their best 
wishes on the occasion of his retire- 
ment this past October. 

Walter joined Downsview 
Cinemas as their maintenance man 
when the theatre opened in 1975. 
Manager Gloria Denaro thanked 
Walter for the excellent job he did in 
helping to maintain the high 
operating standards of the theatre 
for which they received much praise 
over the years. 

Walter will be missed by all 
-especially the members of the 
cleaning staff, Lillian and Agnes. @ 


sculptured panels trimmed in gold. 

Modern automated equipment in 
the projection booth guarantees 
outstanding presentation of the 
films. 

The projection booth is equipped 
with General Sound automation 
units and sound system, eight 
Cinemacannica projectors with 
Cinelux Ultra Lens, and Xenon 
lamphouses by Strong. There is one 
long booth to service the four back- 
to-back cinémas. 

The architect of this attractive 
cinema-complex was Ian Martin of 
Toronto; interior decorations were 
designed by Hubert Laureyssens of 
Russ Moffatt’s Construction 
Department and construction was 
supervised by Jacques Daoust of 
Cinémas Unis/United Theatres, 
Inc. Seating provided by Irving 
Seating of Toronto. 

Alphonse (Jimmy) Foisy, a 
member of Cinémas Unis 40-year 
club, is the manager. He was 
transferred from the Capitol 
Cinéma, Québec. e 


In this issue’s ‘Ad-Vantage’, 
Doug has selected an excellent 15 
column ad layout prepared by Wen- 
dy Mann of our Calgary Advertising 
Department to illustrate how effec- 
tive a well-planned layout can be, 
even though space requirements ex- 
ceed a full page. 
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Famiy Ertenesmert 
Eve's, at 700 6 915 
Mat. Sat. & Sun. ot 1.45 


Due to the extreme reduction to 
fit our magazine, some of the copy 
is difficult to read, but the well- 
organized layout can certainly be 
appreciated even in this miniature 
size. 

The wide benday border is effec- 
tively used to tie the individual ads 
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by Doug Pinder, 
Head Office Advertising Manager 
for Western Canada 
and parts of Ontario 


together and identify the two blocks 
on facing pages as _ representing 
Famous Players’ Theatres. Note the 
uniformity of theatre logos and 
showtime placement. We suggested 
this to Wendy back in February and 
she has used it in this layout very ef- 
fectively. e 


KATHLEEN TURNER and RICHARD CRENNA Wratten and Directed by KASDAN 
Produced by FRED T. GALLO mavision* * ALADO COMPANY RELEASE MB i ====@ 
Restncted Adult 
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‘Just brilliant acting and wonderful dialogue. 
most erotic woman acting in films today and this is Candy’ 
best acting job ever. | urge you to see ‘Rich and Famous!” 
Lit South Sypmdec ated Cabamerest 


ect performances by jacqueline Bisset and Candice Bexgen= 
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RICH and FAMOUS 


A jacqet- William Allyn Production A George Culuor Filer 
JACQUELINE CANDICE 


BISSET 
“RICH AND FAMOUS” DAVID SELBY HART BOCHNER Mosc by GEORGES DELERUE 
‘Screenplay by GERALD AYRES Based on a play by JOHN VAN DRUTEN Produced by WILLIAM ALLYN 
Dwected by GEORGE CUKOR -@ea~— 
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showmen 
in action ....... 


FAMOUS 
PLAYERS 
THEATRES 


7% Ps XK a $ LN 
CANADA-WIDE ‘TICKET SELLING’ 


TOURNAMENT 
‘81 WINNER 


and the WINNER is 


DAVID DYMOND 
Victory Theatre, Timmins, Ont. 


In our very first issue of ‘Famous News’ (Jan. ’81), 
we published an article by David Dymond in which he 
outlined his formula for the Giant All-Nite Shows he 
had successfully launched last fall in the Victory 
Theatre, Timmins. 

Well, David didn’t rest on his laurels. He not only 
continued to fill his theatre on every pre-holiday Sunday 
midnight all year long, but he expanded his program to 
include a series of six Friday night Bargain Midnight 
Shows. 

In a total of 14 midnight shows since October 1980, 
here’s what he accomplished - 
$15,000.00 in Free Promotional TV 
$50,293.00 in Extra Gross Revenue 
$20,268.00 in Extra Net Profit 

Since the name of the game is ‘Selling Tickets’ we are 
happy to congratulate David as our 1981 Boxoffice 
Champ! 
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Dale 
Ripplinger’s 
‘Deadly Sin’ 
Campaign Wins 
Ambassador 
Award 


Mr. Len Herberman, President of 
Ambassador Films, advises us at 
press time that the promotional 
campaign submitted by Dale Rip- 
plinger of the Broadway Theatre, 
Regina, was the winner of a $250.00 
cash award in Ambassador’s ‘First 
Deadly Sin’ Showmanship Contest. 

Dale’s winning campaign includ- 
ed on-air radio promotion, book- 
store tie-ins and gun-toting 
gangsters in a ’63 Olds distributing 
hand bills throughout the down- 
town areas. 

Congratulations, Dale! 

Incidentally, we’re sending along 
yet another Showmanship Citation 
to you with our own cash award to 
sweeten the pot. 

It would be a ‘deadly sin’ if we 
didn’t! ® 


Our ‘Showmen In Ac- 
tion’ column in this edition 
is a salute to our prize- 
winning showmen. To those 
who have submitted 
citation-winning cam- 
paigns since our last issue 
we apologize that they 
didn’t get into print. You 
Know that you are all win- 
ners anyway. We felt that 
we should devote our 
limited space in this issue to 
a salute to those managers 
and staffs who do such a 
magnificent public relations 
job for Famous Players in 
their annual, ‘salute to 
senior citizens’... 


FAMOUS 
PLAYERS 
THEATRES 


Famous Players 
Ontario Theatre Managers 
and Staffs make 1981 
Senior Citizens’ Day 

the Biggest and Best Ever! 


In June of each year the 
government of Ontario 
declares one week of the 
month ‘‘Senior Citizens’ 
Week’’. For a number of 
years now, many Famous 
Players’ managers and their 
staffs have staged a ‘‘Senior 
Citizens’ Day’’ during this 
week by hosting the Seniors at 
a FREE afternoon at the 
movies. 

Special vintage films are 
booked for the occasion - but 
that’s only the beginning! 
Everyone from usher to 
manager pitches in, devoting 
many hours of their own time 
to make it a gala event. In 
locations where we have more 
than one theatre, managers 
and staffs join the host theatre 
to make it a collective effort. 

And what efforts they are! 

Many staff members bring 
home-baked goodies ... prizes 
and refreshments are pro- 


moted from local merchants 
and in many instances 

special live entertainment 

highlights the program. 

Each year Mrs. Roberta 
Whitby, Executive Assistant 
to the President, receives big- 
ger and better campaign 
books outlining these suc- 
cessful events. Included in 
these reports are glowing 
remarks from the Seniors 
themselves saying how much 
they appreciate the efforts of 
Famous Players and the staffs 
on their behalf. Equally, staff 
members, young and old, say 
how much they enjoy the 
special relationship they 
establish with the Seniors. 

All executives at head office 
are deeply appreciative of the 
magnificent efforts put forth 
by our ‘Famous’ people to 
make this such an exciting an- 
nual event. 

Well done, gang! 


Here are some of this year’s 
highlights: 


Overflow 
Crowd fills two 
cinemas in 


Burlington 

More than 600 Seniors enjoyed 
the 7th Annual Senior Citizens’ Day 
at the Burlington Cinemas. Local 
radio personalities Lee Dunbar and 
John Hardy introduced 
Burlington’s Mayor Roly Bird who 
welcomed the Seniors on behalf of 
City Council. 

In both auditoria prizes were 
given to the longest married couple 
and the oldest person present (90 
years, no less!). Numerous door 
prizes were drawn and refreshments 
donated by local merchants and 
Famous Players were enjoyed. 
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Burlington Cinemas Manager Paul Hourigan and Assistant Cathy Daniels and staff members 
who volunteered their time for the afternoon. 


Burlington’s massive lobby jammed with Seniors enjoying refreshments at intermission. 
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Signing up for Golden Age Cards in Windsor 


a 
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From left to right: Thunder Bay Mayor 
Walter Assef, Jim LaVia and Walter Bedore 
welcoming the ‘‘Seniors’’ to the Capitol on 
their special day. 


Mayor Welcomes 
Guests at 
Thunder Bay’s 
First Seniors’ 
Party 


Coffee and doughnuts donated by 
local merchants were served to 
guests in the lobby of the Capitol 
Theatre prior to the feature showing 
of ‘‘GIGI’’ and Thunder Bay’s 
Mayor Assef was on hand to 
welcome the guests and assist in the 
prize draws. Managers James 
LaVia, Robert Lipson and Walter 
Bedore collaborated on this first- 
ever thundering good time. 


Seniors Override 
Transit Strike in 
Windsor 


In spite of an ill-timed transit 
strike, many Senior Citizens en- 
joyed the annual theatre party at the 
Vanity Theatre, Windsor. Local dj. 
Kevin McGowan helped give out 
many valuable prizes and managers 
Kay Goyeau, Jim Tucker, John 
Dwyer and Howard Levis were join- 
ed by District Manager Mike Micelli 
to make it a memorable day. 


They come by the bus load 


Golden Age 
® 
Music Makers 
and Glee Club 
Take Centre 
® 
Stage at Capitol, 
North Bay Welcome Ladies - come on in! 
Here’s the North Bay ‘smoothie’ in action. 

North Bay’s ‘old smoothie’ Don 
Dickerson welcomed his annual 
crowd of Seniors to the screening of 
‘‘Oliver’’, together with a stage 
show headlining two Senior Citi- 
zens’ musical groups. Jean Jacques 
Blais, M.P. for Nipissing and 
Minister of Supply and Services, 
dropped in to extend best wishes. 
Many door prizes were distributed 
and everyone enjoyed the fine 
refreshments. 

Don runs a monthly series of 
regular priced Golden Age Matinees 


and challenges any other manager to 
beat his attendance records. 


Seniors take the P Oe 
Cake, Banana Capitol, Sarnia staff who donated 6 — their - to help ~ it all work. 
Cookies too, in 
Samia 


Managers Elva Robbins and Ross 
Pratt welcomed Sarnia’s Senior 
Citizens to a screening of ‘‘That’s 
Entertainment’? at the Capitol 
Theatre. 

All the refreshments served were 
baked by the theatre staff. Many = 
door prizes were distributed during 4 Sarnia doorprize winner. 


the show. _—_— TT nvr e = ——— 


= 
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Square One Cinemas’ Manager Jack Boddam (second from left), Mall Promotions Manager 
Bob Denman (far left) and Lucy Turnbull, a volunteer helper, pose with a couple celebrating 
67 years of marriage. 


a aa 


Carol Pierce (the young one), shares the smiles with three happy Seniors 


2 


Part of the Hamilton crowd 
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Square One’s 
Record Crowd 
Tops Circuit 


Lineups for Jack Boddam’s An- 
nual Senior Citizens’ Show in 
Mississauga started this year at 
10:30 a.m. for a 2 p.m. showing of 
‘‘Oh God, Book II’’ and he needed 
two prints to run the show in two 
cinemas. 

Famed comic, Billy Meek, starred 
in person with Jack Turner and his 
Goodtime Band, paid for by the 
SquareOne Merchants’ Association. 

The Mall Promotions Depart- 
ment donated $100. worth of the 
147 prizes drawn. Confection, soft 
drink companies and the local 
Lionettes provided the plentiful 
refreshments. 

Before and after the show, 
Seniors were treated to free tea and 
coffee at all eating places in the mall 
by merely showing their Golden Age 
card. 

As an added service, Jack had the 
Peel Regional Health Unit on hand 
for free blood pressure checks. 

There is no doubt that Jack’s 
record attendance results from the 
great amount of FREE advertising 
he promotes from all area papers, 
the Mall Merchants’ Association 
and others. 


The Ladies Do 
e ® @ 
it - nm Hamilton 

Manageresses Carol Pierce, Bren- 
da Chandler and Helen Bates are a 
triple threat when it comes to put- 
ting on a good show - and they put 
on a dandy in Hamilton’s Jackson 
Square Cinemas. They certainly 
covered all the bases - plenty of 
publicity on two radio stations and 
on cable t.v. as well as the mall’s full 
support with newspaper advertising 
and flyers. 

M.C. - Dave Creighton of CHML 
introduced Hamilton Mayor 
William Powell and together they 
gave out a total of 55 door prizes. 

After the movie ‘‘Showboat’’, 
refreshments donated by the mall, 
Coca-Cola and Wonder Bakers were 


enjoyed and it was a fun day for all, 
including the three hostesses. 


Nelson, Ottawa 
features 
R.C.M.P. 
Showband 


All managers and staffs got 
together to make it a rousing affair 
with Seniors dancing in the aisles to 
the R.C.M.P. 12-piece Show Band. 

Local radio personality Ken 
Grant acted as m.c. Prizes included 
dinners from a number of leading 
local restaurants. The movie feature 
was ‘‘The Philadelphia Story’’. 
Flyers were handed out advertising a 
Fall series of Senior Citizens’ 
Matinees (at regular Golden Age 
prices). 


Attendance 
Doubled in 1981 


The feature film, ‘‘San 
Francisco”? and balmy weather 
doubled last year’s attendance at the 
Algoma, Sault Ste. Marie. Manager 
Don Perriard was glad that he had 
enough refreshments on hand for 
the unexpected turn-out. 

He had lots of promoted prizes 
too. 

Another attendance booster was 
the Sault Star’s article publicizing 
the special showing. 


Firemen on Hand 


for Oshawa’s 
2 

Disabled 

Three firemen were on hand at 
the Oshawa Cinemas to assist the 
people in wheelchairs at the special 
showing of ‘‘Oh God, Book II’’. 
Coffee and tea, plus doughnuts and 
cookies, were enjoyed before and 
after the show and prizes ranged 
from pizzas to posies, plus chicken 
dinners and Dairy Queen treats. 

Alderman John Dehart brought 
civic greetings, and Manager Andy 


Sinclair said, ‘‘Everyone enjoyed 
themselves immensely’’. 
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Ottawa’s 5-star reception committee, left to right, Doug Robertson (Elgin), Denis L’Heureux 
(Rideau), Kim Marleau (Place de Ville), Murray Lynch (Capitol Square), Gary Martin 


(Nelson) 


‘“‘Mame’’ Mows 
’"Em Down at 
the Capitol, 
Sudbury 


The screen burst with music as the 
managers in Sudbury, George 
Clarke and John Rowat joined with 
Nancy Masse to present ‘‘Mame’’ 


for the Seniors at the Capitol. 

M.C. - Jack Richmond from 
CHNO helped give away roses, 
clothing, records, jewellery and din- 
ners - not to mention chocolates 
from the Rowntree Company while 
the Woolworth Company donated 
720 doughnuts. Other gifts came 
from CHNO, Holiday Inn, and 
McDonald’s. 

Everyone was pleased with the 
whole afternoon, says Nancy, and 
it’s easy to see why!. 
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Chatham 
Seniors go for 
Gable 


Many people leaving the Senior 
Citizens’ Show at the Capitol, 
Chatham said they wished ‘‘It Hap- 
pened one Night’? would happen 
more often. 

‘‘They loved the picture’ said 
Manager Audrey McKenzie, ‘‘and 
wish they could see more like it’’. 
Audrey told a number of people 
who spoke to her that if they would 
support the programs, she would be 
glad to show them. However, not 
every program includes baked goods 
(both store bought and homemade), 
doughnuts, cookies and coffee, not 
to mention door prizes donated by 
local merchants. 

Audrey was touched by two 
‘thank you’ letters, even though 
they started with ‘‘Dear Sir’’. Never 
mind, Audrey, they were probably 
still thinking about Gable! 


London 
Promotes with 
Posters 


Mall Theatre Manager Brenda 
Nash hit upon a unique way to pro- 
mote her Senior Citizens’ Show. She 
conducted a poster-making contest 
among local theatre managers and 
staffs two weeks in advance of her 
showing. Some real great posters 
resulted and these were divided 
among the managers for posting. In 
all, posters were placed in 28 nurs- 
ing homes, seniors’ apartment 
buildings, community centres and 
shopping malls. 

Publicizing and staging the show 
was a real team effort too, with 
fellow managers Frank Paul, 
George Coulter, Larry Green and 
K.C. Wong pitching in to secure 
radio, newspaper and cable t.v. 
publicity and promoting dozens of 
prizes. 

Even retired projectionist Cliff 
Mills got into the act as co-emcee 
with George Coulter to entertain the 
Seniors during the prize draws. 

All in all, a super collective ef- 
fort! 
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Nelson Eddy & 
Jeanette 
McDonald 
Thrill Seniors at 
the Westwood 


Another successful Senior Citizen 
Show at the Westwood in Toronto 
had everything from musical treats 
in ‘‘Maytime’’ to ‘tummy’ treats at 
the refreshment bar. Manager Dick 
Dalhouse arranged for a selection of 
door prizes, and greetings from the 
Mayor were delivered by Alderman 
Pete Farrow. Dick says, ‘‘A very en- 
joyable afternoon’’. 


e e 
Rain Fails to 
e® ®@ 

Dampen Spirits 
e e 
in Belleville 

In spite of very wet weather, 
almost 500 Senior Citizens turned 
out to enjoy ‘‘The Great Waltz’’ at 
the Quinte Mall Theatre in 


Belleville. A trio of young musicians 
serenaded the guests, and Mayor 


— ...,l|lU_....................____ _ EE: | 


George Zegouris and Manager Ron 
Brown greeted them. Prizes includ- 
ed 15 fruit baskets, compliments of 
Miracle Food Mart, and 
McDonald’s and Sterling Creamery 
donated other gifts. Refreshments 
were served, and Ron _ says 
‘‘everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves’’. 

Incidentally, one of the musicians 
was staff member Lyle Sutherland 
-another example of how the theatre 
people help make these shows so 
successful. 


Gift Corsages 
Highlight 
Towne & 
Countrye’s 
Party 


Free flowers, coffee, baked 
goods, soft drinks and door prizes 
helped make Manager James 
Wallace’s Senior Citizen showing of 
‘‘Grand Hotel’? at the Towne & 
Countrye Cinemas in Toronto a 
‘‘fun time’’. Jim says it was all 
worthwhile, and he’s looking for- 
ward to next year. @ 


Look Out Ontario - 
Genny’s Gunning for You! 


Even though the shows for Senior 
Citizens described above were all in 
Ontario, Genny LeBlanc of the 
Paramount in Moncton, N.B., isn’t 
going to be left out. Genny started 
her Senior Citizens’ Day by arrang- 
ing old fashioned prices at Len’s 
Restaurant. Juice, bacon or ham, 
two eggs, hash-brown potatoes and 
coffee - all for $.99. 

At the theatre, gifts were given 
out to all attending, compliments of 
the Royal Bank and Shoppers Drug 
Mart. 

CKCW’s Sandy Gissis was MC 
and introduced Mayor Dennis 
Cochrane who brought civic 


greetings. Messages were read from 
George Destounis, not to mention 
Prime Minister Trudeau, Ed Broad- 
bent, MP’s Gary MacCauley, Mabel 
DeWare and Ray Frenette - plus 
Premier Richard. Hatfield, and Op- 
position Leader ‘Joe Who’ sent one 
too - but it arrived too late. 

Prizes donated by local merchants 
included dozens of records, gift cer- 
tificates from stores and 
restaurants, and flowers. 

After the show refreshments were 
served and Genny started making 
plans for a ‘‘Musical Encore’’ of 
Golden Oldies. ® 
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A Tall Challenge 
From Our 
Devonshire 
Cinemas 

John Dwyer, Manager of the 
Devonshire Cinemas in Windsor, 
Ontario, sends us this photo of his 
staff which was taken at their last 
staff meeting November 8. 

John writes, ‘‘You are looking at 
the best staff that Windsor has to 
offer. Iam very proud of all of them 
and they make it a pleasure to come 


to work. We will be glad to match 
our staff with any other theatre.’’ 


Staff of Devonshire, Windsor, front, 
kneeling from left: John Querin, Ken Hyra, 
Tom Heinz, Jeff Turner, Julie Mogyorodi, 
Jeanne Packwood, Tim Duckhorn, Steve 
Pellakin, Mark Kerekiuk. 

rear, standing from left: Mgr. John Dwyer, 
Cheryl Thompson, Carol Kruc, Sherry 
Traicheff, Lori Sedran, Chris Fedak, Lori 
Ecker, Kim Dubs, Mer. Trainee Brian Banks, 
June Wagner, Guy Boniferro, Suzanne 
Belanger, Janice Werstein, Cathy Beaudin, 
Ass’t Mgr. June Braun. 


family album 


of the future. 


Employees’ 
family pictures 


Presenting ‘Cover Girls’ 
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J .f, SP? FAMOUS NEWS is published every 


two months by the Advertising 
Department of Famous Players 


i Limited in the interest of Famous 
‘i WU LG Players employees and _ associates 
from coast to coast. Any material 


for this magazine should be submit- 
ted to the editor’s attention type- 
written and double-spaced. We 
SX reserve the right to edit for grammar 
and considerations of space. 
Photographs accompanying 
articles would be most appreciated. 
Address correspondence to: The 
Editor, Famous News, 146 Bloor 
Street West, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 
1P3, Telephone: (416) 964-5964. 


Send us pictures of yourselves, your 

families, your employees, etc. for 

our FAMILY ALBUM. A note ex- | 

plaining the photo would be ap- Director of Advertising 
preciated. | D.K. Watts 


Editor 
Elizabeth Pollock 
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